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"But, Chief, was it not fine that we pushed every measure through?
We'll not have to increase taxes until the coming general election is
over. Facing the electorates with a new tax proposal or a higher tax
rate would be suicidal to the Seiyukai Party."
"Yes, there is a way to finance the next fiscal years," Matsuda re-
marked. "As Finance Minister Sakatani contends, we can increase
paper currency to meet the expected deficiency."
"Huh, but that will inflate the money market still further, will it
not?"
"No doubt, Monsieur—"
"Oh," Kara spoke again, "Premier, are you aware of the fact that
our former Foreign Minister, Kato, seems to be active in organizing
a political party under cover?"
"Huh, I've heard of it."
"That's something we must watch very closely." Hara continued:
"That may mean that his backer, the Mitsubishi House, is ready to
discard its long-established tradition of getting what it wanted through
the manipulation of die Genros. Perhaps it will put its strength behind
Kato. But first he may work under, say the ex-Premier, General
Katsura."
"It may also mean that the Genro power and prestige has dimin-
ished in the eyes of the business world," said the cautious Matsuda
with a smile. "The truth of the matter is that the financial magnate
is willing to put money directly into the hands of its own man instead
of dealing through the Genros."
"Huh, it's logical, Matsuda-san. The Genros are old; ex-Foreign
Minister Kato is young* The strength of the Mitsubishi, like that of
several other big business families, has been growing at an amazing
rate, particularly since the war. When its interest is at stake, the House
will give any amount of material support to the man who will look
after it."
Hara clapped his hands. "If the Mitsubishi should put its own man
up, we wouldn't have any difficulty in convincing its business rivals,
the Mitsui, for instance, to back our Seiyukai Party. That's a new de*
parture in politics, Chief. The fight is in its initial stage, we must g£t
busy in that direction."
Saionji was smoking. "We must not commit ourselves to aoy btisi*,
ness group."
The Justice Minister agreed with hint

